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Undeclared Students' Intended Major
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In which year do you plan to graduate from your current program?



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

34% (n=477)

46% (n=636)

50% (n=693)

50% (n=695)

64% (n=890)

68% (n=942)

79% (n=1,089)
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Non-Credit Certificate Program

Award of Achievement

Undergraduate Credit Certificate Program

Graduate Credit Certificate Program

Undergraduate Diploma Program

Graduate Diploma Program

Professional/Applied Master's Program

As you consider your current and future plans, to what extent are the following programs of 
interest to you?
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Allows an option for program that is not thesis- or research-
based

Would look good on a resume or applications/to gain a
competitive edge

Gain relevant credits

Help progress towards goals for future (e.g., generally, further
education)

Interested in flexible programs/having more options for
program choice/having the ability to explore other areas

Interested/see the value in specialized/career-
relevant/practical skills

Interested in efficient programs (e.g., shorter duration, cost
effective)

Expand upon their knowledge/skills

Enhanced career possibilities/progress towards career/gain
work and field experience/professional development

Number of Responses Containing Theme

Themes from the question: "why would you be interested in the programs [for 
which] you selected 'to a great extent' or 'somewhat' above?"
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Program is too time consuming

Already full workload/stressed

Program is too short/lacking depth

Feel traditional Bachelor's and Master's programs are better

Don't have enough information on these programs

Program not prestigious/reputable enough, may not be well-
recognized/well-received (e.g., compared to a traditional Bachelor's

degree), seems more appropriate for a college

Feel like they would be wasting time, money, effort, etc./do not want to or
are unable to put more time and money into education

Do not feel program would lead to enhanced job prospects/be beneficial
to their career path

No credit would be received

Feel program is irrelevant to them/would not be beneficial to them/are
not interested/would not help them progress towards desired education

path (e.g., they are already on their path towards a Bachelor's degree)

Number of Responses Containing Theme

Themes from the question: "why would you not be interested in the programs [for 
which] you selected 'very little' or 'not at all' above?"



47% (n=623) 45% (n=600)

9% (n=116)
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No – I am not interested in taking courses in 
sustainability

Yes – I have completed the course or am 
interested in doing so

No – I have not been able to register in a 
section that fits my schedule

Participation and Interest in Sustainability 100

32% (n=228)
36% (n=256)

32% (n=224)

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Yes No Unsure

If you were starting your undergraduate degree over again, would you consider an 
undergraduate degree focused in sustainability?



60% (n=274)
50% (n=225) 45% (n=205) 41% (n=188)

33% (n=148)
27% (n=121)

8% (n=38)
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Environment,
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Sustainable
Agriculture and
Food Systems

Culture and
Sustainability

Environmetrics
and Natural

Systems
Modelling

Green Chemistry Other

There are a number of specializations (majors) that could fit under the umbrella 
programming of Sustainability. Please indicate which of the following you find 

interesting:

4% (n=19)

14% (n=64)

14% (n=64)

25% (n=111)

26% (n=116)

46% (n=202)

52% (n=232)
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Other

Undergraduate Diploma in Sustainability (credits equivalent to
two semesters of full time study)

Undergraduate Certificate in Sustainability (credits equivalent
to one semester of full-time study)

Bachelor of Arts degree (major in Sustainability)

Bachelor of Sustainability (a new stand-alone degree)

Bachelor of Science degree (major in Sustainability)

Minor in Sustainability within an existing degree program

What type of program would you be the most interested in?



 

 

 

45% (n=198)

50% (n=221)

64% (n=286)

72% (n=318)
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A stand-alone Bachelor of Sustainability would be well-received by
potential employers.

A stand-alone Bachelor of Sustainability would be well-received in
graduate school applications.

A major in sustainability within a pre-existing bachelor program
would be perceived more favourably than a stand-alone Bachelor of

Sustainability in graduate school applications.

A major in sustainability within a pre-existing bachelor program
would be perceived more favourably than a stand-alone Bachelor of

Sustainability by potential employers.

In your opinion, to what extent do you agree with the following statements?

23% (n=101)

45% (n=195)
30% (n=131)

2% (n=10)
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Very high High Medium Low

What do you think the job demand in the next 5-10 years will be for a graduate 
with a bachelor's degree focused on sustainability?
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0 5 10 15 20 25 30

Offer sustainability as a major as opposed to a degree (i.e., not a
stand-alone Bachelor of Sustainability)

Create curriculum that teaches a multidisciplinary and in-depth
understanding of sustainability

Offer various specializations (e.g., sustainability from an
arts/sciences perspective, streams)

Professors passionate about and with experience in sustainability

Advertise what sustainability is, the program, and potential
career paths

Work with employers to develop work-learn/professional
development projects, and to determine what they look for in

prospective employees

Link sustainability to pre-existing programs (e.g., offer
sustainability modules/topics in courses and programs,

collaboration across disciplines, etc.)

Offer more sustainability classes/a minor in sustainability

Offer project-based learning, work experience, practicums,
hands-on learning, etc.

Number of Responses Containing Theme

Themes from the question: "please indicate what else you think might help us in 
designing an undergraduate program in sustainability?" 



 

 

10% (n=128)

11% (n=140)

17% (n=215)

17% (n=224)

20% (n=265)

21% (n=271)

24% (n=314)

33% (n=428)
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No, I am not interested in post-graduate studies at this time.

Yes, I plan to pursue a diploma or certificate

Yes, but I am not sure what I would like to study yet

Maybe, I have not thought about post-graduate education yet

Yes, I plan to pursue a doctorate degree

Yes, I plan to pursue a research master’s degree (thesis-based)

Yes, but I would like to gain some work experience first

Yes, I plan to pursue an applied or professional master’s degree 
(course/ project based)

Do you currently plan to pursue any form of post-graduate education?

41% (n=530) 36% (n=468)

16% (n=208)
8% (n=98)
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Yes Maybe No Unsure

Would you consider staying at UBC Okanagan to complete your post-graduate 
degree?
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Have plans to apply to another institution (other than UBCO or
UBCV)

Like Kelowna/being close to home

Want to work or get experience before pursuing graduate
studies

Bad experience/did not like UBCO/admission too competitive

Feel it is better to get graduate degree from different institution
than Bachelor's degree/want to experience other schools

Planning or considering to apply to UBCV

Dislike of Kelowna or small city/desire to further studies,
experiences, etc. in a bigger city, different city or abroad/be

closer to home

Unsure of plans (e.g., career, further education, location,
etc.)/do not intend to do graduate studies

Good experience/like UBCO/planning or considering to apply to
UBCO

Desired graduate program or experiences not offered at
UBCO/UBCO is lacking options (e.g., programs, classes, research

opportunities, etc.)

Number of Responses Containing Theme

Themes from the question: "please comment [on why you would/would not 
consider staying at UBCO for a post-graduate degree]."
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13% (n=142)
23% (n=243)
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Yes No Unsure

If you could work towards a professional/applied master's program while in your 
bachelor's program (i.e., a dual degree program) would you consider/have 

considered enrolling in it?
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Specifics about program structure (e.g., scheduling/courses,
what types of program structures are possible (e.g., online,

part-time, etc.))

Which types of dual degree programs (i.e., program field,
credential) would be offered

What the tuition costs are/whether funding, scholarships, etc.
are available

Specifics about the length of the degree

How they would benefit from the program (e.g., what kind of
knowledge/skills they would acquire, what kind of jobs they

could get)

What the workload would be like

Number of Responses Containing Theme

Themes from the question: "what additional information would you need to 
consider this [dual degree] program option?"
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198
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Saves money

See the value in practical/applied programs

Would look good on a resume or applications/to gain a
competitive edge

Expand their knowledge and skills/build upon knowledge and
skills from Bachelor's program

Enhance career possibilities/progress towards career/gain work
and field experience/professional development

Efficiency (e.g., saves time, allows them to start working
sooner, would prevent them from having to go back to school

after working, don't have to apply to Master's programs
separately, etc.)

Number of Responses Containing Theme

Themes from the question: "why would you consider this [dual degree] program 
option?" 
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Would not fit well with their schedule (e.g., work part-time,
personal life, full course load)/they don't have enough time

Workload would be too heavy/stressful

Would be irrelevant to them (e.g., not interested, would prefer a
thesis-based Master's, would prefer to work between degrees)

Number of Responses Containing Theme

Themes from the question: "why wouldn't you consider this [dual degree] program 
option?"

84%
(n=874)

90%
(n=938)

90%
(n=941)

92%…

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

You skip the first six weeks of the professional/applied master’s program 
because the material is covered in your undergraduate program.

Specialised career advice/counselling upon acceptance into the dual
program.

Guaranteed tuition rates set for the professional/applied master’s 
program as soon as you are accepted into the dual program.

A guaranteed placement in the professional/applied master’s program 
(as long as you have met the program requirements).

To what extent would the following program options influence your decision to enroll in 
a dual degree program that consists of a bachelors degree and a professional/applied 

master's degree?
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Ability to transfer credits/use credits towards the program

Opportunities for paid work placements, research, or teaching
assistantships

Opportunity for hands-on/applied learning

Quality of professors

Mentorship (from peers, industry representatives, professors,
etc.)

How long the program would take to complete

Support before, during, and after the program (e.g., help finding
a job, help with coursework, career counselling, academic…

How heavy the program’s workload would be

Which types of programs and courses are offered

Scheduling of the classes and program; flexible options (e.g.,
part-time options, summer courses, online options)

Whether the programs and courses would benefit/interest
them/allow them to progress towards their goals

The types of jobs that could result from the program, earning
potential, likelihood of getting a job

Opportunity to work in the industry (e.g., work-study/co-op),
gain work experience/real world experience, etc.

Finances/tuition/scholarships

Number of Responses Containing Theme

Themes from the question: "what other program options would influence your 
decision to enroll in a dual degree program?"



8% (n=94)

27% (n=338)

65% (n=802)
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Yes, I am currently considering applying or
deciding which program to apply to

Maybe, I would need additional
information

No, I am not interested in studying data
science

Would you be interested in enrolling in a professional/applied master's degree in data 
science?
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27% (n=118)
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36% (n=157)

36% (n=158)

40% (n=174)

53% (n=231)
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Other

I’m uncertain what type of job I can get with my current 
undergraduate degree

Data science is interesting

I want to ensure my skills are aligned with the needs of
employers

This is a growing field with many career opportunities

I would like to deepen my skills and expertise to help launch my
career

There is clear demand for skilled professionals who can mine
and interpret data

For which reason(s) would you be interested in a professional/applied master's 
program in data science?



4% (n=19)

9% (n=38)

11% (n=46)

11% (n=48)

13% (n=55)

14% (n=61)

16% (n=69)

19% (n=84)

20% (n=88)

26% (n=113)

26% (n=114)

26% (n=115) 

27% (n=116)
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28% (n=121)

30% (n=131)

37% (n=160)

44% (n=189)

45% (n=196)
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Other

Carriers/Telecommunications

Retail/E-Commerce

Cloud Services/Hosting/CDN

Consulting (non-IT)

Manufacturing (non-IT)

Non-profit/Trade Association

Search/Social Networking

Publishing/Media

Security (computer/software)

Banking/Finance/Insurance

Advertising/Marketing/Public Relations

Business Intelligence and Analytics

Education

Computers/Hardware

Consulting (Information Technologies; IT)

Government

Software (incl. Web, Mobile)

Health care/Medical

If you were to pursue a professional/applied master's degree in data science, in 
which sector would you like to find employment after completing the program?
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46% (n=199)
31% (n=133)
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Very high High Medium Low

What do you think the job demand in the next 5 to 10 years will be for a graduate 
of a professional/applied master’s in data science?
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Provide knowledge about career paths --e.g., data science career
options and statistics, opportunity to talk with potential employers

Offer a variety of data science program streams

Provide opportunities for hands-on/applied learning

Work with potential employers to see what skills, knowledge, etc. they
look for in potential employees

Provide opportunities for work experience/connection with potential
employers

More information and marketing on the field data science and the
specifics of the degree program

Ensure the major appeals to/is open to students from a variety of
backgrounds (i.e., not just those from computer science)

Offer other data science program options (e.g., a minor, undergraduate
program, more data science undergraduate courses)

Number of Responses Containing Theme

Themes from the question: “please indicate what else you think might help us 
in designing a professional/applied master’s program in data science?”


























